South Carolina Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

Business Meeting - October 7-8, 2007 

Embassy Suites, Columbia, South Carolina

Welcome, Announcements, Remarks – President Tabatha McAlister convened the meeting at 12:21 p.m. by welcoming the membership to the Embassy Suites in Columbia, South Carolina.  President McAllister announced that Lisanne Masterson, SASFAA President, would be addressing the membership during the conference. 
SASFAA leadership is requesting state legislatures join membership at the annual conference.  President McAllister will compose a letter asking South Carolina representatives to join us at SASFAA.  The letter will be sent in November.  

Minutes and By-Laws- Tamy Garofano stated the business meeting minutes from the April 2007 meeting were distributed in the registration materials.  Hearing no changes, the minutes were accepted as written.  Tamy Garofano stated that three policies had been updated during the Transitional Board Meeting, June 25, 2007.  Tamy reported one policy had been updated in an e-mail vote by the Executive Board on August 31, 2007 - Policy 111.2 – Lifetime Memberships -  two awards will be presented during the fall conference/spring conference.

The updated Policies and Procedures Manual will be sent to Joey Derrick, Electronic Services Chair, for posting to the SCASFAA website after the board meeting and presentation of the Lifetime Membership awards.    
Vice President - Professional Development - Bridget Blackwell stated that the Professional Development Committee has been hard at work.  A calendar of events will be in the registration materials.  The scheduled trainings are as follows:  

“Rolling into Financial Aid” will be a session offered during the conference.  This session is geared for first time attendees.  

New Aid Officers Workshop will be held November 13 & 14, 2007- Midlands Technical College-Northeast, Columbia, SC.  The instructors are: Sarah Dowd- Central Carolina Technical College; Jean Gasparato- USC Columbia; Donna Quick- Columbia College; and, Kimberly White-Grimes- Trident Technical College.  Details are posted on SCASFAA’s website. 

NASFAA Decentralized Training will be held December 4, 2007 - Brookland Banquet and Conference Center, West Columbia, SC.   Instructors are: Lauren Mack- Limestone College; Elizabeth Milam-Lomas- Clemson University; and, Michelle Wright- University of South Carolina-Columbia.  Details will be posted on SCASFAA’s website by October 15, 2007.

Leadership Symposium will be held on February 28, 2008; location still pending.  Kochie Richardson from USAF will be the presenter along with possibly one other presenter.

Professional Pride Workshop will be held on March 27, 2008 at the SC Archives and History Center.   Pat Woods and Darron Grussendorf from TG will be the presenters.

Treasurer- Budget - President McAllister stated that the association was in sound financial condition and that the Treasurer’s report would be filed for audit.  Cindy Peachey stated that the budget was approved by the board in August.  The committee is working on revisions to the Policies and Procedures Manual.
President-Elect - Special Projects – Jeff Dennis stated that the committee would be working on preparing everything for the Treasurer-elect position.
Member-at-Large - Membership- Kimberly White-Grimes reported that the Membership Committee began the 2007-2008 Fiscal Year with an e-mail to each committee member thanking them for volunteering to serve on the committee and for ideas and suggestions.   

Kimberly announced that SCASFAA pride paraphernalia is ready to be purchased.  There is a link on the website to the company located in Columbia.   
Fall Program- Kisha Dawkins stated that the Fall Conference Committee has worked very diligently to provide an excellent conference.  She encouraged everyone to complete the evaluations at the end of the conference and reminded everyone of the fun activities planned throughout the conference.  

Spring Program - Caroline Thornton announced that the Spring Conference will be held April 20-23, 2008 at the Landmark Resort in Myrtle Beach, SC.  The committee will begin preparations for the conference soon.    Greg Martin, DOE, has been tentatively scheduled to present the Federal update for the spring conference. 
Advisory Committee to CHE -   Sandra Davis reported that she met with CHE in July and is in the process of finalizing the agenda for the next meeting.  

Counselor Relations/Consumer Relations - - Regina Smith stated that the committee is working on the fall issue of F.A.C.E. the Facts, a high school guidance counselor newsletter.  Regina mentioned that Toni Cave has requested the Governor’s Proclamation for Financial Awareness Month February, 2008. Tabatha reported on College Goal Sunday initiatives. Flyers will be distributed during the conference.  The committee will work closely with CHE in planning the event.  

Diversity -     Traci Singleton stated that the Diversity Committee has met twice and has begun making plans for the workshops scheduled for the spring.  Traci mentioned that NASFAA‘s theme for 2007, “Diversity in the workplace: Leading across generations-The Multicultural Workplace” has been adopted as SCASFAA’s theme as well.  The committee will meet via teleconference later in the month.  President McAllister will provide Traci with a potential speaker from USC that deals with this particular topic.  

Electronic Services   - Joey Derrick reported that the committee began diligently working with ATAC after July 1 and is very pleased with the new web site structure.  Joey mentioned that on-line sponsorship information and electronic newsletters have been successful.    

Newsletter - Missy Lutz stated that the fall edition was posted on the website 9/13/2007, and all feedback has been positive.  Submission deadlines for spring and summer are March 15, 2008 and June 1, 2008, respectively.  

Peer Support
- Gus Kitchen reported that he is encouraging SCASFAA members to sign up for the network.  

Research Committee– Earl Mayo was asked to research what other Financial Aid Associations are doing to recognize the outstanding service and work of their current membership.  The committee reviewed 8 State Associations & 3 Regional Associations. All 11 Associations reviewed have an award (Distinguished Service Award) that is given annually (assuming there is a nominee who meets the requirements) for “active” members of their Associations. The definition of active is, “A practicing student financial aid professional who has made outstanding, significant, and meritorious contributions to the Association through their leadership, activities and/or research in financial aid over an extended or sustained period of professional involvement, not a single event or activity.”  Some associations exclude current board members for consideration.  Details regarding the new awards will be sent to the membership soon.  
Site Selection (2008-09) - Jackie Bell stated that the committee would be looking at sites for fall 2009 in the low country area of SC with target dates around the end of October or beginning of November.  Jackie will report to board during January 2008 meeting.  She reported that the spring 2010 meeting will be held in the coastal areas of SC around mid to late April.  She’ll report to the board during the spring board meeting. 

Vendor/Sponsors - Bob Godfrey reported that significant revisions to SCASFAA’s sponsorship practices were approved by the board in June.  The new Sponsorship Guidelines were posted to the SCASFAA web site. Bob sent e-mail notices to all previous year sponsors directing them to the new guidelines on the web site.  As of 10/5/07, the total sponsorship commitment for the year is $51,330.  If new commitments are received for the rest of the year, they will most likely be minimal.  This is 25% under the total received for the 06-07 year, but it exceeds our budgeted amount by $16,330. 

Bob thanked the vendors for their support.  
Closing Remarks – President McAllister stated that the Federal Update will be held tomorrow as there was a mix up on Greg Martin’s end.  
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 12:59 p.m.
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Tamy Garofano

SCASFAA Secretary

