Counselor Relations Committee Minutes

October 8, 2008

Members present:  Aria Simmons,  Kimberly White-Grimes, Traci Singleton, Kenneth Cole, Regina Smith
Members absent:  Nikisha Dawkins, Michael Fox, David Haygood, Kevin Perry
Meeting started at 10:00 with the introduction of the committee members.  Committee goals were discussed.  Goals were sent out prior to the meeting to all committee members via e-mail.  The committee decided research and decide weather or not to have a theme for 2008-09 (a collective decision was made to have the theme relate to SCASFAA’s theme for the year).  
Website changes were discussed.   Aria will speak with Joey to see how much it will cost to add 3 additional search engines to the web page.  The committee also discussed the list of institutions currently listed on the website.  The committee has voted to list schools that are members of SCASFAA and accredited, this suggestion will be presented to the Executive Board on October 19, for a final decision.  Kimberly Grimes will also let us know if our By Laws currently cover Accreditation of Institutions as a requirement to join SCASFAA.
Dead line for all articles for the Fall issue of F.A.C.E the Facts is November 5.  Articles will include:

 SC National Guard College Assistance Program – Mike Brown

T.E.A.C.H Grant – Kim Jenerette

Commission on Higher Education – Karen Woodfaulk

SC Tuition Grant – Earl Mayo

FA Tips – Kenneth Cole

Peer Support – Caroline Thornton
College Calendar of Events – Kimberly Grimes

Stafford Loan Interest Rates and

Changes in the Lender industry – Chuck Sanders

Changes to the FAFSA – Kenneth Cole

College Goal Sunday – Regina Smith

The decision on dates, locations and topics for the sessions that we will offer to the Guidance Counselors in the Spring was placed on hold until our next meeting.  Kimberly Grimes will retrieve the evaluations from the last trainings SCASFAA offered the Guidance Counselors.  Aria will ask Joey for some insight on doing a web-tech training for the schools and will also ask the Directors of Financial Aid at the institutions within our association if they are willing to host a session for the counselors with in there area in an effort to cut down on travel expenses.  If we go with the options of schools hosting the sessions for there service area, a power point presentation will be developed by the Counselor Relations Committee to ensure that each site is receiving the same information.
Next meeting will be held via teleconference October 8, 2008 at 10:00.  A reminder will be sent to the committee.  I will e-mail a list of the committee members with their contact information.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:00.
Submitted by,

Aria Simmons
Counselor Relations Committee Chair
