Diversity Committee Minutes:

The Diversity Committee meeting was held via teleconference on November 7, 2007. The meeting began at 10:00 am. Members in attendance were, Tabitha McAllister, SCASFAA president, Traci Singleton, Chair, Caroline Thornton, Kesha Dawkins, and Tami Wyndham-Cooke.

The committee’s tasks for presenting both the Diversity workshop and Spring Conference Presentation include: Securing a speaker, securing a location and securing a date for the presentations.

The tentative date of the Diversity workshop will be during the first week of February
It was discussed that the length of the Diversity Workshop should be approximately 2-3 hours in length to include the trends activity as an icebreaker, speaker, a meal and a break. Two potential locations for the Workshop in Columbia include Brooklyn Baptist Conference Center and the Airport Campus of Midlands Technical College. The committee will explore speakers from Citibank, SC Student Loan and TG lender/guarantor speakers bureaus to assist with the Diversity Workshop.

Publicity for the Diversity Workshop should begin at least 30 days in advance. At least one announcement should be sent before the Christmas break and again in January. A registration form can be created and linked to the SCASFAA website. A postcard can be mailed to each school announcing the workshop dates and times. Address labels can be printed from the website.
Most of the committee’s budget should be used for the Diversity Workshop. There is a line item in the SCASFAA Spring Conference budget that may help assist with the honorarium for the speaker for the Spring Conference presentation. 

The tentative date of the Spring Conference presentation is April 21, 2007 in the morning. It was suggested that the committee seek out a neutral party (from a school/institution) to present for the Spring Conference. Susan Little from the University of GA was identified as a potential speaker for the Spring Conference. Susan was a co presenter for the NASFAA diversity committee presentation.
The meeting adjourned at 10:23am. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday November 5, 2007 at 10:00 am.
