South Carolina Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

January 29, 2009, Executive Board Meeting
William J.  Mackie Interstate Center
Columbia, SC 
Present:

Jeff Dennis

Nikisha Dawkins

Hank Fuller 

Mike Fox



Jeni Rone
Katie Harrison

Don Griggs


Kimberly White-Grimes

Jeff Holiday

Jerel Arceneaux


Allison Sullivan                                        

Violette Hunter

Aria Simmons                                          Cindy Peachey
Dan Griffin

Chuck Sanders                                         Ken Cole
Absent:
Joey Derrick 
Nancy Garmroth         Missy Lutz
Call to Order - President Hank Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.., a quorum was established and Hank welcomed everyone to the meeting. President Fuller asked if there were any additions to the agenda. The agenda was approved, as presented. The minutes were accepted as public record with no changes.
Presidential Update
President Fuller provided the SASFAA update on the Conference participation.   Hank indicated that he last received information that there were 280 registered members for the 2010 Conference.  Jeff Dennis indicated as of 1/29 there are 331 registered members.  Hank reported that there were 412 the 2009 SASFAA Conference in Myrtle Beach.  He indicated that SASFAA is concerned about the attendance but are in hopes that they do reach 400 attendees.  SASFAA does anticipate that part of the low attendance could be related to the current environment as it relates to lenders and guaranteed agencies.  He indicated that the institutional percentages of participation are up. 
Based on this report, President Fuller indicated that there needs to be major discussion for the outlook of SCASFAA’s conference in April.  The Board meeting is scheduled for April 11 and we currently have a 30 room block.

President Fuller wanted the Board to discuss challenges of all the changes that are currently affecting the schools and the Board discussed these on every sector. He asked were some school considering utilizing consulting agencies to assist with the changes. These changes consist of enrollment and the new Department changes. 
 Elected Officers

President- Elect- Special Projects- Jeff Holiday reported that he has been completing additional research on the certification provided after you complete a training module.  He has research efforts to involve the state’s guidance counselors as well and give them the opportunity to participate in our training activities.  All of this information was based on the Renewal credit guidelines. Jeff discussed the criteria needed to be completed prior to the event, the pre-approval policy and the activity description needed to take back to the district after attending.  
Hank tasked Jeff to continue his research, but to continue with the focus for the members of SCASFAA.
Vice-President- Professional Development-   Aria Simmons reported that she received great feedback in reference to the fall conference and it being provided through TechNet.  It was a huge success.  The Leadership Symposium will be held in three major areas across the state.  Upstate will be held in Spartanburg on February 16, the Midlands area on February 17, and the Low country seminar will be held on February 18, 2010.  She reported that the Low country site is tentative due to food cost per participants.  
Tentatively there will be a Professional Development Training scheduled for March. 
Secretary-By-Laws- Kimberly White-Grimes reported that the committee will continue to be updated in the policies and procedures as decisions are made.  
Treasurer-Budget- Ken Cole provided the board with the SCASFAA statistics for 2009-2010 and the Budget.
Ken initiated the discussion on Re-investing some of SCASFAA’s CD’s and investments.  President Fuller tasked Ken to provide research on short-term investing not necessarily long term.  Also to review and negotiate percentage information on the accounts and CD’.
Jeff Holliday recommended that an annual conference line be added to the statistics for the next fiscal year. 
Ken indicated that he would submit a recommendation for the reporting as it relates to the Treasurer-Elect position and providing the quarterly report.  This will be presented at the next Board meeting to present to the Board and the bylaws.

Treasurer-Elect- no report presented.
Member-at-Large-Membership-.   Board Report presented as record. There are a total of 348 members in the association.  309 renewals and 39 new members. 
Past President-Nominations & Elections– Past President Jeff Dennis reported that the Nominations Committee was formed and they met early December to discuss and submit names for the offices of President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer-Elect, and Member-at-Large.   The slate was presented as follows:
President-elect


Aria Simmons

Denmark Technical College






Allison Sullivan

USC-Upstate

Vice-President


Ken Cole


USC-Lancaster






Kimberly White-Grimes
Trident Technical College

Secretary



Melanie Gillespie

Southern Wesleyan University





Katie Harrison

S.C. Tuition Grants Commission

Treasurer-elect


Missy Lutz

Newberry College





Vickie Sutton

Midlands Technical College

Member-at-Large


Dan Griffin

Columbia International University





Emily Staggs

Spartanburg Methodist College

Long Range Planning- Past President Jeff Dennis reported that the LRP was sent via email for public record and will be sent to the Board for approval.
Other Committee Reports
Consumer Relations- Violette Hunter reported that the objective of the Consumer Relations committee is to expand financial aid awareness and to promote and offer College Goal Sunday (CGS) financial aid workshops to all regions in South Carolina.  College Goal Sunday is Saturday, February 27, 2010 during “Financial Aid Awareness Month.”   Eighteen (18) locations have been established across South Carolina.  Volunteers are needed at each site and can register at: collegegoalsundaysc.org.  February 1st is the registration deadline (to be guaranteed a CGS shirt)!  Volunteers have been solicited using the SCASFAA Listserv and Facebook page, the SC TRIO listserv, Regional Education Coordinators, High Schools, CHE staff and others.  We currently have almost 200 volunteers. CHE (Derrah Cassidy) has provided wonderful support including promotional materials, CGS banners and directional signs, shirts, access to refreshments and door prizes.  CGS evaluations/surveys will be completed to provide workshop feedback.

Violette reported that she was a little over budget by $75 and ask if there were any procedures that were needed to cover the overage.  Don Griggs reported that he would be able to absorb the cost.
A motion was presented by Jeff Dennis that the Board that we agree to absorb the $75 that exceeded the budget of the Consumer Relations Committee.  This motion was second by Jeff Holiday. 
Counselor Relations- Mike Fox reported that the NT4CM Training sessions will be held according to the following schedule:


Wednesday, February 3 at Spartanburg Community College


Wednesday, February 10 at Midlands Technical College


Tuesday, February 23 at Trident Technical College
Allison Sullivan has been designated as the trainer. 
Mike indicated that his report reflects the wrong date for Midlands Tech.  The correct date is 2/17. 

Diversity- Allison Sullivan reported that she has a conference call with Robert Dungy to present at the spring conference.  He represents the National Collation of Building Institute.  He will provide a workshop of “Working Together” and interactive workshop of working with people of different races. 

Electronic Services- Absent, Board Report presented as record.
Legislative Relations-  no report
 Lender Liaison- Chuck Sanders reported that there has not been a lot of activity since the fall meeting.   He reported that the U.S. House of Representatives adopted H.R. 3221, the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2009 (SAFRA), on September 17, 2009.  The bill mandates the elimination of FFELP and requires all new federal loans originated beginning July 1, 2010 to be originated through the Direct Loan program.  It was expected that the Senate would introduce its version of the bill during the month of October.  He also discussed how this would affect his organization as well as the other FFELP lenders. 

 Newsletter- Katie Harrison reported the newsletter was sent to ATAC on Thursday for the fall.  There was some uncertainty about vendor/sponsor.  The newsletter has no ads at this moment.  Membership and NAOT has been added.  There will be full page color ads for the spring and summer.  The vendors must pay the vendor membership fee in order to participate with the opportunity to advertise. 
The puzzler was replaced with the SCASFAA Trivia; there is also a SCASFAA comic strip.  

Discussion to provide a security statement through the PnP a recommendation will need to be presented at the next Board meeting for changes on the PnP. 

Peer Support- Cindy reported that she will contact the membership to solicit members and to improve the involvement.
Spring Program- Jeni Rone submitted to the board the information that went in the newsletter.  The committee will meet on 2/4. The hotel has been contacting her for both years site.  She and the contactor have been conversing that we may need to reduce the rooms from 120 to 60-80.  After discussion the Board agreed that we should reduce the rooms avail to 80. 
Registrations will be ready within a week once, she receives the link from the hotel. This information would be sent to Joey Derrick to update the website. 
SCASFAA Advisory to CHE- Don Griggs reported that the committee scheduled a conference call with Dr. Karen Woodfaulk on March 5th. We are scheduled to discuss a couple of items she is bringing to us and we will also look at conforming regulatory changes that will define cost of education in the Palmetto Fellows Program with that of the LIFE Scholarship so that for all state programs the definition will be the same.

Site Selection- No report presented, Chair was absent.  Committee was scheduled to meet. 
Sponsorship- At this time we have 6 vendors who have pledged support to us for 2010.  The organizations are: Discover, Great Lakes Educational Loan Services, NSLP, SCSLC, TG, and Wells Fargo.  The total pledged among these organizations is $17,500.  
Unfinished Business-  LRP was sent to President Fuller.  He will send the info to the voting board members to review and then once a decision is made it will be published to the association for public record. 
Hank indicated that he would send some type of a communication to the Director of Financial aid across the state to discuss what role SCASFAA would take part as it relates to their involvements and changes to the environment of Financial Aid. 
New Business- 
Fearless nine
Emerging leader

President Fuller tasked Katie Harrison to send out the communication for the fearless nine or emerging leader nominees. 
25 year member- Missy would need to identify those persons previously awarded and those who would be honored this spring. 
Closing Remarks – President Fuller thanked everyone for their willingness to serve and he hopes that this year would continue to be a profitable year.  
Adjournment – Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned Friday, January 29, 2010 at 2:50 p.m. 
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Kimberly White-Grimes

SCASFAA Secretary
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