South Carolina Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

April 11, 2010 Spring Conference Board Meeting
Kingston Plantation: Embassy Suited 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Present:

Jeff Dennis

Nancy Garmroth


Nikisha Dawkins

Hank Fuller 

Mike Fox


Jeni Rone

Katie Harrison

Kimberly White-Grimes                     Jeff Holiday


Allison Sullivan                   Violette Hunter

              
 Aria Simmons      
 Dan Griffin

Chuck Sanders 
Ken Cole                            Missy Lutz


Absent:
Joey Derrick 
Jerel Arceneaux       Don Griggs      Cindy Peachey
Call to Order Call to Order - President Hank Fuller called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.., a quorum was established and Hank welcomed everyone to the meeting. President Fuller asked if there were any additions to the agenda. The agenda was approved, as presented but with modifications as the President see changes are needed. The minutes were accepted as public record with corrections to be resent to the Board.
President Fuller asked if we would allow the Spring Conference Chair to report first in the event that she would need to leave to take care of any conference needs, but to also give us the opportunity to get an update on the conference status.  

Annual Conference Committee
Jeni Rone reported that she checked with Ken and we have 137 total attendees.  This includes 6 special guests.  She indicated that the staff of the hotel has been very cooperative and supportive.  She asked that the Board please welcome all of the attendees with open arms.  She wants the morale to stay lifted due to the climate and environment in our offices.  She also reported that the General Sessions are scheduled strategically to keep the attendees motivates in interested in the curriculum that will be provided.  She indicated that she would thank and recognize the conference committee members at the banquet.  She also indicated that attendees will be able 
President Fuller thanked Jeni for serving as chair of the conference.

President Fuller indicated that although he needed to provide his updates, he wanted to go ahead and discuss the Site selection committee report so that the board would have enough time to discuss and vote. 
Site Selection Committee

Nancy Garmroth, Chair, passed out the updated Site Selection Report which included additional data that was retrieved after her initial report was submitted. The Site Selection Committee was tasked to find hotel information for the Midlands area.  She presented to the Board four hotels in the Columbia area, Clarion, Marriott, Embassy Suites, and the Radisson.  She talked about the amenities of each hotel located with in distance of the convention area.  
Nancy reported that all the hotels were adequate but as chair if she had to choose, the Clarion and the Radisson would be her selections.  Of the four cancellation policies the Radisson concerned her the most because the Radisson has a $10,000 cancellation policy.
There was discussion of facility size for meetings and since the conference was cut by one day the food cost would be covered by the association and would provide more of the lunch options. Jeff Dennis indicated that the concern of the cancelation policy shouldn’t be too the main concern we seriously needed to think of food cost.  The additional discussion was of room blockage, how many people would possibly commute, would there be issues for the commuters coming in based on Columbia’s traffic, and ultimately if there would be sponsorship.  The Board for the up and coming year would need to focus utilizing the membership’s budget. The budget will be reviewed.
President Fuller asked if there any additional discussion.  The recommendation from the Site Selection Committee for the Clarion Hotel for the 2011 Conference Committee
Jeff Dennis motioned that that Board accepts the recommendation from the Site Selection committee that the next annual conference be held in Columbia, SC at the Clarion Hotel April 10-12, 2011. Nikisha Dawkins second the motion.  The vote was approved unanimously by the 2009-10 voting board members. 
Newsletter Committee
Action Item: Facebook Policies and Procedures   

Katie Harrison, Chair, presented the Board with the draft her committee’s recommendation for the usage of social networks and the association, i.e. facebook.  
There was discussion in reference to promoting the facebook, it was indicated that information was sent via the l-serve and it is also on the homepage of the SCASFAA website.  It was suggested that maybe we needed to add a clause that indicated that all fans should still utilize facebook under the policies and procedures.  There was an additional suggestion that the Board needed to indicate that the Administrative rights would only be given to the current Board members to modify.
Motion from Jeff Holiday seconded by Aria Simmons, the policy was accepted and approved by the voting members unanimously with the recommendation of some suggested modifications.  Katie indicated that she would update the recommendation for the policy and send it back out to the voting members and to be updated in the policies and procedures. 
June 1 deadline for Newsletter articles.
President Fuller asked if there were any additional items that we needed to discussion. 
Counselor Relations-  

Mike Fox, reported about continuing NT4CM. He referenced that it was a successful pilot year and if the Association continued to work with NASFAA and the program and the continued efforts for the guidance counselor attendees to receive CE credits from the SC Department of Education.  He expressed that the urgency of the next chair working with Karen Woodfaulk at CHE to work with her counterparts at SCDOE and continue offering this program as some of their optional training across the state.  

Mike also reminded everyone when the next issue of FACE the FACTS was coming out and its main topic was going to be on the nationwide implementation of Direct Lending.  

President Fuller continued with the elected officer’s report.
Elected Officers

President- Elect- Special Projects- .  Jeff Holliday presented his final report on the credit credential program, which involved the research on association members attending the trainings sponsored by SCASFAA and receiving credential credit for professional development purposes on an agency level.  This would be pertaining to advancement at the members’ individual employers. 
Jeff reported thanked the Board for sending him to the NASFAA Leadership conference.  He indicated that it was a great experience and it gives him an outlook on what he will be facing in his new capacity with the association.  
Vice-President- Professional Development-   
Aria Simmons, thanked everyone for their support with all the training that the professional development committee has conducted.  The last training opportunity that would be scheduled is the Software Users group and it is in May.  She also reported that each conference attendee would receive a Certificate of Completion to take by with them to their jobs as additional documentation of completing training requirements during the conference. 
Secretary-By-Laws- Kimberly White-Grimes reported that the committee would continue to update the policies and procedures as changes are needed.  
Treasurer-Budget-   Ken Cole submitted the updated statistical report and budget information for public record. 

.

Ken wanted to discuss the four members that registered but cancelled one of the four paid the actual 140.  He was asking the Board to waive the $30 membership fee of the three of the four persons.  After discussion from the Board, Ken was advised to follow what was stated under the policies item number 106.7.  There was not a need to vote to waive any fees. 
Treasurer-Elect- NiKisha Dawkins thanked the Board for allowing her to attend the NASFAA Leadership Conference and indicated that she looks forward to meeting with Ken about the roles and responsibilities of the Treasurer.
Member-at-Large-Membership-   Missy Lutz reported that the membership was at 381 members which 52 were new members.  
Past President-Nominations & Elections– Jeff Dennis reported that prior to coming into the board meeting 142 people had already submitted votes for the elections.  He will remain hopeful to anticipate 160 to 175 members to vote by the end of the election.  He is still encouraging the membership to vote. 
Other Committee Reports
Consumer Relations- Violette Hunter indicated that there was not much change from her report from the last board meeting but she does encourage everyone to still support College Goal Sunday. CHE will remain lead of this program and she hopes that it continues to grow and become even more successful.  She thanked Hank for the opportunity to serve in the role of Consumer Relations Chair again.  
Diversity-  Allison Sullivan, reported that she has had discussion with Jeni Rone, for the committee’s responsibility for hosting the Diversity General Session.  
Electronic Services- absent, report submitted for public record
Legislative Relations- no report
 Lender Liaison- Chuck Sanders reported that the dominant issue of DL and how it has affected his agency.  He also talked about the Consolidation of loans with DL and how SCSL looses some of the money they have invested.  He has decided to PUT some of their loans and transfer them to the Dept.  Chuck reported that this will be a critical time for FFELP and many lenders will begin notifying schools of how they will operate until June 30, 2010.  
Peer Support- no report. Chair absent 
SCASFAA Advisory to CHE- no report, Chair absent
Sponsorship- chair absent, report submitted for public record. 
Unfinished Business- There was no unfinished business.
New Business- There was no new business.  
Closing Remarks –President Fuller thanked everyone for their willingness to serve and indicated that he hopes everyone will enjoy the conference and the events that Jeni had planned.  He also thanked everyone for supporting him and the next time the Board would come together would be at the Transition meeting. 
Adjournment – Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned April 11, 2010 at 1:00p.m.
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Kimberly White-Grimes

SCASFAA Secretary
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