Spring 2008 Program Committee Meeting- 10:00 am October 29, 2007 SCSLC


Members Present: Caroline Thornton, chair, Jerel Arceneaux, Bridget Blackwell, Noel Brock, Sarah Dowd, Tamy Garofano, Holly Gilliam, Bob Godfrey, Tara Green, Katie Harrison, Cheryl Hughes, Violet Hunter, Tabatha McAllister, Cindy Peachey, and Sara Sensenbach.

Members Absent: Jackie Bell, Jennifer Codemo-Thomas, Jennifer Nelson-Criss, Jeni Rone, Traci Singleton, Betty Williams.

Members of the committee introduced themselves. Thank you to SCSLC for providing the meeting space and snacks.

The spring 2008 conference will be held at the Landmark Resort in Myrtle Beach April 20-23, 2008. Hotel registration deadline will be March 21, 2008. The phone number for reservations is 1-800-845-0658 under the group rate for SC Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators.  The conference registration deadline is April 7. The rate is $110 with a $30 late fee after April 7. Conference registration cannot be cancelled or transferred after April 7. Cindy Peachey will handle registration at the conference and will be assisted by Noel Brock and Tara Green.
The committee brainstormed themes for the conference.  Possible themes: Constant of Change, Superheroes, Olympics (2008 summer Olympics are in China), A pause can be reflecting, Caribbean/ Vacation, Don’t worry- Be happy (70s/ 80s banquet).  The group decided to go with a theme of Don’t Worry, Be Happy incorporating a 70s/ 80s banquet/ dinner.

The tentative conference agenda was discussed. Discussed the possibility of a boxed lunch on Tuesday instead of a lunch on your own.  The committee agreed to keep the Tuesday lunch “On your own”.  It is nice to have the free time during that lunch. Number of concurrent session slots will depend on how many general sessions we want to offer.  Currently we are scheduled for six concurrent session slots and three general sessions. One general session will be the federal update on the last day and another will be the Diversity session.  This schedule is flexible depending on the topics requested/ selected.  The Sea View room will be used for the exhibitors, with the Sunday Business meeting and other general sessions being held in Grand Strand Ballroom III.  Meal functions, including the Sunday evening reception and event begin held in Grand Strand Ballrooms I & II.  All of these events are located on the fourth floor.  Concurrent sessions will be held in Expo Ballrooms A, B, and C on the lobby floor. Again, these plans are tentative and are subject to change.
We discussed the charity and whether or not we want to continue a silent auction to raise money for the charity.  The group agreed that we would not continue a silent auction, but would take monetary donations as well as possible physical donations depending on the charity (i.e. cell phones for Sister Care, books for a children’s home, etc.).  We would also like to continue the 50/50 raffle. Sarah Dowd and Violet Hunter have agreed to work on the Charity.
We would like to offer some activities, etc. for our first time attendees.  Possibly lunch with the board, a small gift, meet and greet, an organized lunch outing on the “Lunch on your own” day. It was suggested that Kim White-Grimes and Traci Singleton may be able to assist in this capacity.  Betty Williams will be asked to work on activities, etc for first time attendees. 
Information on drayage and shipping for exhibitors will be sent to Bob Godfrey. Bob will need assistance from one other committee member in the exhibitor area setup. Noel Brock will assist Bob with exhibitor setup.
Kevin Perry will be contacted to assist with AV equipment as he has in the past.  Caroline will check with the Landmark regarding charges for AV equipment and whether we can bring and use our own or if we have to use hotel provided equipment.  Caroline will also check with the hotel regarding session signage.

Possible session topics were discussed.  Previous SCASFAA conference programs were reviewed, as well as programs from other state and regional conferences, to generate ideas for possible topics.  A list of possible topics mentioned: counseling issues, signs of domestic violence (presented by Sister Care if they are our charity of choice), State update (repeated), team effort between FA and bursar/ cash management (Thomas Hennix- USC possible presenter), non-traditional academic calendars (federal presenter), ACG/ SMART, teach grant, self defense, generational issues (Diversity general session- TG or Citi), work study, SCASFAA 101, lender lists, decentralized follow-up.  A review of conference evaluations from Fall 07 and Spring 07 conference will provide more topics of interests.  Per an email from Carolyn Sparks, Spring 07 Conference Chair, possible topics from evaluations include: R2T4, Leadership, VA, LTAP, ACG/ SMART, Verification refresher, Personal development, Preferred lenders (panel of schools), SAP, NSLDS specifics, User group sessions (Datatel, Banner, etc.), Legal issues, Mental & psychological disorders, HERA updates, NAOW session, credit & debt management, EFC, TRIO Programs, Audit Preparation, FISAP. Tamy Garofano and Bridget Blackwell have agreed to spearhead the curriculum, but we will need to entire committee to be involved in this area of the conference planning.
The Entertainment and social activities will be developed to fit in with the theme Don’t Worry, Be Happy.  Preliminary discussion began about activities for the Sunday evening event.  A cruise ship theme will be used and the nominees for office will be used as the cruise directors for each activity.  The entertainment workgroup includes: Sara Sensenbach, Jennifer Codemo-Thomas, Holly Gilliam, Jeni Rone, Traci Singleton, Jennifer Nelson-Criss, Katie Harrison, and Cheryl Hughes.
Jackie Bell will work with the hotel on meals and breaks.

Jerel Arceneaux will compile the results of evaluations.

Katie Harrison and Cheryl Hughes will work on communication for the spring conference including the program.  Program should be sent to the conference chair for proofing prior to being sent to the printer.

The hotel has been contacted regarding internet access. Currently there is no charge for access and we will be able to proceed with online voting.  We will work on adding something to our contract to ensure there will be no charge in April.

A follow-up meeting may be scheduled in December or early January.  Date/ Time to be determined.

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.

