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A Message from SCASFAA

Greetingsfrom the South Carolina
Association of Student Financial Aid
Administrators! We hope that you will
find thisedition of F.A.C.E. the Facts
helpful to you as you assist your
students in the financial aid process.
This issue contains information about
the S.C. Teacher Loan Program, S.C.
Tuition Grants Program, and updates
on the state scholarship programs.

Included in this publicationisan
articlefeaturing the High School
Counselor Internship Program, which
is co-sponsored by SCASFAA and
the S.C. Student Loan Corporation.
Perhaps words from one of your
colleagues will encourage you to
become one of the internswho will be
selected for this opportunity in the
summer of 2003. Watch for more
details about this program in the early
spring.

Governor Hodges has declared
February to be“Financial Aid
Awareness Month.” Watch for more
information regarding plansfor this
time period. It isalmost timefor the
fun to begin as the aid process for
2003-04 startsup in amatter of weeks.
We hope the article about the coming
year will be of some benefit to you.

Please share this newsletter with
other counselors at your school. It
can also beread on-line at
www.clemson.edu/SCASFAA.

Itisawaysapleasure for usto
provide this newsl etter, and we
welcome your comments and sugges-
tions. Please fedl freeto contact Betty
Whalenviaemail at
whalenb@winthrop.edu.

Betty Whalen, Chair
Counselor Relations Committee
SCASFAA

TheAid Processfor 2003-04...L et thefun begin!

Weknow that you' reanticipating thetime of year when your high school
seniorsand their parents begin the process of applying for aid for 2003-04.
Youlovethose FAFSAsand all their obtuse questions especially sinceyou
areusually thefirst one called when parents have questions. We can
reassureyou that thereareminimal changesfor thisyear.

Asyou preparefor the seemingly endless process of FAFSA completion
and all theformsand requeststhat follow, wewould encourageyou to
makeafriendinacollegefinancid aid office. Whilemany questionsfired at
you arestraightforward, some situations are pretty sticky. Believeit or not,
sometimeswe get questionsand don’t know the answers. Fortunately, we
usualy know wheretolook for answers.

First, if you have not received acopy of the new High School Counselor’s
Guide; 2003-04 Federal Student Aid, you need to get one. You can goto
www.ifap.ed.gov and scroll to Publications, and click on Counsdlor’s
Handbooks. You can open or download the publication. It providesan
overview of the programsand processesto help you help your students.

By now you should have received ashipment of 2003-04 FAFSA's. If
you haven't, or need more, you can order from www.edpubs.org/mil.

Thereisincreased emphasison dectronicfiling of FAFSA’'s. Theelec-
tronic process has many advantages over the paper processamong which
isalower error rate. Thisisbecause of someof theonline built-in edits,
which keep familiesfrom making somecommon errors.

For variousreasons, questionson FAFSA ontheWeb will beinadiffer-
ent order from the paper FAFSA. FSA (Federal Student Aid) hasdevel-
oped a2003-04 FAFSA on the Web Pre-Application Worksheet. Those
folkswho liketo complete paper first, and then do their dataentry can
print acopy of thisworksheet from www.studentaid.ed.gov. After January
1, 2003, thisformwill aso beavailableto print from www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Oneimmediate problem that hasthe potential to occur whenfilersusethe
web versionistheincorrect reporting of information collected on
WorksheetsA, B, and C. On the paper version, these comprise the back
of the booklet cover making them somewhat hard to ignore.

The FAFSA onthe Web Pre-Application Worksheet instructsfilersto go
to www.fafsa.ed.goviworksheet.ntm to print copiesof theseworksheets.
WorksheetsA and B collect untaxed income; Worksheet C collectsinformation
onitemsthat areincluded inthetaxableincomeonthetax return, but are
excuded fromincomewhen caculatingthe EFC.
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Another issueisthat of PIN numbers. To be successful
in compl eting the FAFSA on the Web, both the student
and the parent should haveaPIN. Theseareused as
“dggnatures’ onthee ectronic application. These PIN's
should be kept in asafe place because they will be used
invariousother financial aid processes, including
correctionsto the FAFSA and future aid applications.

Without PIN’s, applicantsand parentsmust print, Sign
and mail signature sheetswhich are matched upwith
el ectronic applications. Your sudents must be aware of
these potentially problematicissues.

To enhance communi cation between student filersand
thefedera processor, the students should provide
(whenavailable) vaid email addresses. Paper FAFSA
filerswill dso havetheopportunity tolist an email
address. Thisaddresswill be used to correspond with
studentsabout their application and to send them emails
withlinkstotheir PIN and Student Aid Report (SAR)
information ontheweb in asquickly as24 hoursafter
processing their FAFSA.

Most errorswhich plaguefilers(and aid offices) are
smpleand can beeasly avoided. Incorrect reporting
of students’ socia security numberscontinuestobea
problem. Filersof the paper version of the FAFSA
sometimes have questionable penmanship and create
problemsfor themselvesand everybody el se. Missing
signaturesa so continueto be problematic.

In conclusion, adviseyour studentsto (1) get aPIN for
themsealvesand another onefor Mom (or Dad), (2) file
ontheweb, (3) meet priority dates established by the
collegesfor filing, (4) report accurateinformation—
parental ass stanceisamust for income questions, (5)
keep copiesof al documentsused in reporting informa-
tion, (6) read everything—twice, (7) respond promptly
toingtitutiona requestsfor additiona information, and
(8) NEVERwait until thelast minuteto start this
process. Somethingwill inevitably happentofoul it up.

SCASFAA thanksyou for thefinework youdoin
assisting studentsin thistediousprocess. Fed freeto
call onusto answer thosetough questions.

Best wishesfor asuccessful year.

The South Carolina Teachers Loan

The South CarolinaTeachersLoanwascreated in
1984 to encourage bright and dedi cated studentsto
teachincritical areasin South Carolina spublic schools.
Itisastate-funded program administered by the SC
Student L.oan Corporation.

Entering freshmenwho qualify for theloan canreceive
up to $2,500 per year, but juniors, seniorsand graduate
students can receive up to $5,000 per year. To qualify,
an entering freshman must bein thetop 40% of hisor
her classand have made at | east the state’ saverage
scoreon either the SAT or ACT. Thisaverage changes
fromyear to year. For the 2003/04 academic year, itis
981 for the SAT and 19.2 for the ACT.

Applying for the South CarolinaTeachersLoanisan
annual process, so applicantsmust requalify each year.
Undergraduate studentsmust maintain at least a2.75
GPA and have passed the Praxis| exam in order to be
consideredfor theloan. Itisthereforeimportant that
collegefreshmenfind out the earliest datethat their
collegeswill beoffering the Praxis| sothey cantakeit
beforethey apply for theloan for their sophomoreyear.

The South CarolinaTeachersLoaniscanceled a arate
of 20% or $3,000, whichever isgreater, each year that
astudent teachesinacritical subject or critical geo-

graphic areainthe state public school system. If a
student teachesin both acritical subject areaand
geographic area, theloan will be canceled at arate of
33 1/3% or $5,000 per year, whichever isgreater.
Applicationsarenormally availableby February.
Funding can belimited, so studentsare encouraged to
apply asearly aspossible. For asupply of applications
or if you haveany questions, call the SC Student Loan
Corporation at 1-800-347-2752 or visit www.d c.sc.edu.
The South CarolinaStudent Loan Corporationisa
non-profit organization established in 1974 by the State
Assembly asthe designated student lender for South
Carolina. Inaddition to administering the South Carolina
TeachersLoan Program, the Corporation a so offersthe
Federa Stafford and PLUSL oan and the Palmetto
Assistance L oan, aprivateloan. The Corporation has
recently implemented the P metto | ncentivefor gradua-
tion for studentswho completetheir college education
and repay their loanson time. Studentswith new loans
on or after May 1, 200 can have portionsof their loans
canceled according to the highest degree earned; $250
for an Associate’ sDegree, $500for aBachdlor’'s
Degreeand $750 for aGraduate or Professional
Degree.




Guidance Counselor Internship Program —

During the summer of 2002, eight high school counse-
lorsacrossthe state had the opportunity to participate
inthe second year of the Guidance Counsdlor Intern-
ship Program sponsored by SCASFAA and the South
CarolinaStudent Loan Corporation.

Internsworkedinfinancid ad officesof
postsecondary ingtitutionsup to 160 hoursduring a
four to sx week period inthe summer. After orientation
and training sessions, high school counsdlorsperformed
avariety of tasksinaid offices, including verifying
applicant data, providing answersto routine questions
from students, assistinginformsdesign, and reviewing
filesfor completion. Internsreceived awage of $12
per hour during thetime of employment.

Financial aid administrators have been very compli-
mentary of the counselors, indicating that they quickly
becameapart of the staff and provided valuable
assistance.

It appearsthat theinternsa so received significant
benefitsfrom the program. One of the school counse-
lors, D’ Ann Todd of ByrnesHigh School, worked at
Furman University during her internship. Shedescribed
the program as* afantastic opportunity to seefirst hand
what takesplaceinafinancia aid office.”” D’ Annsaid
shefinished the program “ motivated, educated, and
FAFSA literate”

Thecollegeslisted below served ashosts. Thename
of the counsel or and high school represented at each
stefollowsthe nameof thecollge.

TheCitadd
SarahAnnBreland
Wando High School
Mt. Pleasant, SC

ClemsonUniversity
Dorothy S. Falls
Westside High School
Anderson, SC

An Update

Columbialnternationd University
Carol McGregor

Sumter High School

Sumter, SC

Florence-Darlington Tech

LeAnneNorth

SC Governor’s Sch. for Science & Math
Hartsville, SC

FrancisMarion University
AngdaHuffman-Page
DillonHigh School
Dillon, SC

FurmanUniversty
D’AnnTodd

JamesF. ByrnesHigh School
Duncan, SC

Horry-Georgetown Tech
Millicent Chandler Jackson
Sumter High School
Sumter, SC

SouthernWedeyan University
Mary Beth Smith

D.W. Danid High Schoal
Central, SC

Theinternship programwill enter itsthird year in 2003.
The postsecondary ingtitutionswill bedetermined early in
2003. Information and applicationsfor counselorswill be
posted in March 2003. Counsel orsare encouraged to
consder broadening their exposureto financia aidissues
by participating in thisprogram. We promiseto makeit a
meaningful experiencefor you.




FA.C.E. theFacts
S.C. Commissionon Higher Education
State Scholarship & Grant Program Update

L | FE Scholar ship
In 2002, the General Assembly approved severa
amendmentstotheLIFE Scholarshiplegidation:

1. Changesinannua award amounts:
Four-year public ingtitutions: cost-of -tuition for
thirty credit hours, nottoexceed  $4700, plusa
$300 book alowance
Four-year independent ingtitutions: $4700, plusa
$300 book alowance
Two-year public or independent
inditutions
$3080, plus a$300 book allowance
Technical colleges: cost-of-tuitionfor thirty credit
hours, plusa$300 book allowance
2. Remova of May, 1995, high school graduation
date and two-year three-month college enrol |-
ment requirements
3. Changesinfour-yearinitid digibility criteria-
must meet two of thefollowing threecriteria
- 3.0cumulative GPA ona4.0 scale,
Uniform Grading Scde (UGS), or
approved policy of theschool district;
1100 SAT/24 ACT by June 30"; and/
or
Top 30% of thegraduating class.

L ottery Tuition Assistanceat Two-Year Publicand
| ndependent | nstitutions

The Genera Assembly approved the South Carolina
Lottery TuitionAssistance Program (LTAP), effective
Fall 2002. For Fall 2002 and Spring 2003, full-time
studentsmay receive up to $792 and part-time students
may receive up to $66 per credit hour.

In calculating theamount awarded in L ottery Tuition
Assistance, federa grants (Pell Grant and SEOG) and
Need-Based Grants must be awarded first before
determining theamount to be used for payment towards
cost-of-tuition. Inorder to qualify each academic year,
sudentsmust:

submit the Free Application for Federa Student

Aid (FAFSA) form;

beaSC resident;

be apart-time (minimum of six credit hours) or
full-time degree-seeking student;

meet sati sfactory academic progressaccording
toTitlelV Regulations, and

not beaL IFE Scholarship recipient.

Palmetto Fellows Scholar ship

Application Update: We are excited to announce
some recent changesto the Palmetto Fellows Scholar-
ship applicationfor thisyear that will updatethe
processwith today’ stechnology. For many yearsnow,
we have mailed the applicationsin paper formtoall
high schoolsinthestate. On October 15, 2002, we
mailed informationtoal high school principalsand
guidance departmentsregarding thewebsite address
for thenew on-lineapplication. Youwill not receive
any paper applicationsinthemail thisyear. All infor-
mation regar ding the Palmetto Fellows Scholar-
ship application processwill beavailableviathe

I nter net. Theactual application must be compl eted
and submitted e ectronically by nolater than midnight,
January 15, 2003. Youwill still need to submit the
required formsand the officia high school transcript/
test verification through regular mail, postmarked by no
later than January 15, 2003.

We appreciate your patience asweimplement thisnew
process. Aswith all new procedures, thefirst year of
implementationwill bethemost difficult. Wewill be
availableto provide any ass stance necessary to make
the process as smooth as possiblefor everyone. We
look forward to working with you!

For your information, al digibleapplicantsfor the
Pametto Fellows Scholarship will beawardedinone
group during thefirst week inMarchinstead of multiple
groupsasin previousyears.

Changein Award Amount: Additionally, the maxi-
mum annua award amount for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship increased for Fall 2002 from $5000to
$6700.




SC Hope Schalar ship

The Genera Assembly approved the South Carolina
HOPE Scholarship Program, effective with the 2002-
03 academic year. The scholarship may beawarded
only to studentsattending an eligiblefour-year public
or independent ingtitution.

Award Amount: up to $2,500 (not to exceed the
cost of attendance), plusa$150 book allowance, to
first-time entering freshmenfor thefirst year of atten-
danceonly.

Eligibility Criteria for all Sudents:

Earna3.0 cumulative GPA ona4.0 scale,
Uniform Grading Scae (UGS), or approved
policy of theschool district upon high school
graduation;

Graduate from aSouth Carolinapublic or
private high school or complete an approved
South Carolinahome school program;
BeaSC resident at thetime of high school
graduation and at thetime of enrollment; and
Must not beaL|FE or Pametto Fellows
Scholarship recipient.

SC Need-based Grants

For the 2002-03 academic year, the General Assembly
has appropriated an additiona $3 millionin one-time
funding for the Need-based Grants Program from the
SC Education L ottery. We encourage you to contact
your legidatorsto expressthe need for additiona
funding for thisprogram.

Becauseof limited program funding, ingtitutionshave
established priority deadlinesfor submitting the Free
Applicationfor Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) formto
be considered for aState Grant. We strongly encour-
age studentsto completethe FAFSA asearly as
possibleafter January 1, 2003. We are also encour-
aging guidance officesto provide FAFSA workshops
at their high schools. Thecollegefinancial aid offices
and the Commission on Higher Educationwould be
gladto provideass stancein planning and conducting
theseworkshops.

For questionsregarding deadlinesand application
proceduresfor studentsattending i ndependent institu-
tions, you should contact the S.C. Higher Education
Tuition Grants Commission. You should contact the
financial aid officesat the publicingtitutionsfor addi-
tiond information.

General Updates

Uniform Grading Scale

TheUniform Grading Scde (UGS) wasadoptedin
December, 1999. The purpose of thenew policy isto
provide consistency in grading scalesaround the State.
TheUGSpolicy appliestoal studentswho enrolledin
the 9" gradein South Carolinahigh schoolsduring the
2000-01 school year. Therefore, for scholarship or
grant digibility, high schoolsmust report students
graduatingin 2004 onthe UGS. Thisisthelast year
high schoolsmay usethe UGS policy or the policy of
thedistrict prior to the 2000-01 school year.

CACRAO Guidance Counselor Workshops

Staff from the Commission on Higher Education
participated inthe CACRA O Guidance Counselor
Workshops held September 3-6 acrossthe State. If
you did not attend aworkshop and would likea
packet of information, please contact ustoll freeat 1-
877-349-7183.




South Carolina Higher Education
Tuition Grants Program

The South CarolinaTuition Grants Programisadminis-
tered by the South CarolinaHigher Education Tuition
Grants Commission and ismade possiblethrough an
annua appropriation by the South CarolinaGeneral
Assembly. The purpose of the programisto provide
undergraduate grant assistanceto eligible South Caro-
linaresidentsattending, onafull-timebass, certain
independent non-profit collegeslocated inthe state.
Studentsapply for aSouth CarolinaTuition Grant by
completing the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid(FAFSA). TheFAFSA isavailableat al South
Carolinahigh schools, collegesand the South Carolina
Tuition Grants Commission. By submitting the FAFSA
to thefederal government’s processor and by listing the
South Carolinaindependent college of thestudent’s
choiceinthe college choice section, the Tuition Grants
Commissionwill beableto eectronically receivethe
student’sapplication from thefedera processor. The
Commissionwill then usetheapplicationinformationto
ca culate South CarolinaTuition Grant digibility. Also,
since South CarolinaTuition Grantsareavailableonly
tolegal residentsof South Carolina, studentsshould be
sureto accurately completeall questionson the
FAFSA regarding stateresidency.

The FAFSA should be submitted after January 1 of the
year when the student plansto attend. Studentsare

PARTICIPATING SOUTH CAROL INA INDEPENDENT
COLLEGES

Allen University

Anderson College

Benedict College

Charleston Southern University
ClaflinUniversity

Coker College
ColumbiaCollege
Columbialnternational University
Converse College

Erskine College

Furman University

Limestone College
MorrisCollege

Newberry College

NORTH GreenvilleCollege
Presbyterian College

Southern Wesleyan University
Spartanburg Methodist College
Voorhees College

Wofford College

encouraged to apply asearly aspossible. The
Commission hasan absolutedeadline of June
30th each year and only eligibleapplications
received through that datewill befunded. Appli-
cantscompleting the* FAFSA on the Web” should pay
specid attention to selecting the cor r ect application
sincemorethan oneyear’sapplicationisavailable.
Financia need isarequirement to receive aSouth
CarolinaTuition Grant. To calculatefinancial needfor
aSouth CarolinaTuition Grant, the Commission
considers (1) family income, (2) family assets, (3) cost
of the college selected, (4) number of family members
inthe household, and (5) the number of household
membersattending college. In additiontofinancial
need, academic meritisrequired to receive aSouth
CarolinaTuition Grant. Entering freshmen must
graduatein thetop 75% of their high school classOR
score at least 900 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) OR scoreat least 19 onthe ACT to meet the
academic standard for digibility. For upperclassmen,
theacademic standardfor eigibility requiresthe
successful completion of at least 24 semester hours
each year. Studentswho do not meet these academic
sandardsareineligiblefor aSouth CarolinaTuition
Grant regardlessof financia need.

Further questionsabout the South CarolinaTuition
Grants Program should be addressed to the Financia
Aid Officeat oneof the participating collegesor tothe
South CarolinaTuition Grants Commission.

South CaralinaHigher Education Tuition Grants
Commission

101 BusinessPark Boulevard

Suite 2100

Columbia, SC 29203-9498

PHONE: (803) 896-1120

FAX: (803) 896-1126

WEB: www.sctuitiongrants.com

E-MAIL: info@sctuitiongrants.org

Submitted by:
Earl Mayo
Deputy Director
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