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A Message from SCASFAA

The South CarolinaAssociation of
Sudent Financid AidAdministrators
extends our support to al guidance
counsdlorsin South Carolina. You are
our partnersin educating our young
peopleabout availablefinancid aid
opportunities.

Thisissueof EA.C.E. theFacts
containsinformationonthevauable
sarvicesavailablethroughthe TRIO
programs. Test your knowledge
against theanswersprovidedinour
articleaddressing your most frequently
asked questions. If your paper did not
print our editorial opinion pieceon
financia aid awareness, please seethe
reprint inthisissue, and continueto
help us spread theword. In addition,
wehaveincluded thelatest information
onthe LIFE and Pametto Fellows
scholarships. Lastly, pleaseconsider
spending the summer working along-
sidefinancia aid professionals—see
thearticleonthe Guidance Counselor
Internship Program for details.

If thereareany issuesyouwould
likeusto address, or other waysin
whichwe can serveyou, pleaselet us
know. Please send you commentsor
suggestionsto Elizabeth Milam Lomas
at milamm@clemson.edu.

Elizabeth Milam Lomas
SCASFAA Counsdlor Relations
Committee, Chair

TRIO Programs. Preparing Students
for College and Beyond

TRIO Programs addressthe needs of middleschooal, high
school, college, graduate, and adult studentswho are academi-
cally capable but economically disadvantaged and without a
family history of collegeattendance. Thegoal of each programis
to increase college graduation rates among participants.

TRIO Programsincludethefollowing: Educationd Talent
Search (ETS), Upward Bound (UB), Student Support Services
(SSS), Educational Opportunity Center (EOC), and the Ronald
E. McNair Post Baccal aureate A chievement Program (M P).
The programsthat focus on middle school, high school and
collegestudentsareETS, UB, and SSS.

Educationa Talent Search Program encourages participantsto
complete high school and enroll in post-secondary educational
programs. ETSisavailableto al studentsenrolledin grades6-
12 who attend aschool that offer its services. Counselorsfor
thisprogramwork in themiddle and high schoolswiththe
students. ETS provides studentswith thefollowing: educational
counseling, career counseling, collegetoursandinformation
regarding admissionsand financid aid. Enrollment gpplications
areavailablein the school’ sguidance office.

The Upward Bound Program assistseligible high school
students. The program offersthe sametypesof servicesETS
offers, but asoincludesasummer phase during which students
areinresidenceat USC for six weeks. Interested students may
seetheir guidance counselor for an application.

The Student Support ServicesProgram helps TRIO-dligible
studentsattending college completetheir program of study and
graduatefrom college. SSSoffersan intensvefreshman-year
curriculum, mentoring and tutorial services, educational work-
shops, and opportunitiesto attend culturd activities.

If youwould like moreinformation about any of these pro-
grams, call 803-777-5125.

ReginaHailey Smith
Counsdor
USC-Educational Talent Search Program



Your Sudents Most Freguent Questions

An informal phone survey was conducted asking
counselors what questions they hear the most.
Here are your most frequent questions, plus our
answers. Most of you already know the answers,
but it never hurts to have a little validation!

Q.How can | get money for college?

A. Check your prospective college' s publicationsand
web sitefor application requirementsand deadlines.
Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and thecollege'sfinancid aid application (if
required) by the college’spriority date. Participatein
free scholarship searches (seerelated question bel ow)
andinvestigatelocal scholarship sourcessuchascivic
organizations, churchesand employers. Read every-
thing carefully and respond promptly. Remember that
the FAFSA must bere-filed each year.

Q.Howdol apply/qualify for theL | FE Schdlar ship?
A. Thereisnot astate application for the LIFE
Scholarship, athough some collegesmay ask youto
completeaninformationform. If you areawarded the
LIFE Scholarship, youwill berequired to annually
sgnanimportant affidavit. Beginningin 2002-03, the
proposed digibility requirementsfor entering freshmen
aremeeting two out of thefollowing threecriteria: 1)
scoringaminimum of 1100 onthe SAT (24 onthe
ACT), 2) earningaminimum cumulative 3.0 high
school GPA ona4.0 scale, and 3) ranking inthetop
30% of your high school class. Palmetto Fellowsare
not eligibleto aso receivethe LIFE Scholarship.

Q. Why should | submit theFAFSA?I don’t
think I'll qualify for anything.

A. Submittingthe FAFSA isfree, and usually takes
lessthan an hour to complete. Although some pro-
gramsareawarded only to very needy families, other
need-based aidisavailablefor middle-incomefami-
lies. Youwill not be considered for these programs
unlessyou apply. If you areconsdering afederd
student loan asapossibleway to finance your educa-
tion, the FAFSA isrequired.

Q. What isthe SC Tuition Grant?
A. TheSC Tuition Grant isawarded to studentswho

havefinancia need who areattending aprivate college
in South Carolina. To apply for aSC Tuition Grant, you
must submit the FAFSA by June 30, 2002. The esti-
mated maximum award for freshmen for the 2002-03
academic year is$2,420.

Q.CantheSC Tuition Grant beused at publicschools?
A. The SCTuition Grant isavailableonly to students
who chooseto attend €ligibleindependent, nonprofit
ingtitutions, but the SC State Need-Based Grant is
availableat public South Carolinainstitutions.

Q. What isthe SC TeachersL oan?

A. The SC Teachers L oan Program was established to
encourage studentsto teachin SC public schoolsin
areaswhere quality teachersare needed most. Stu-
dentsagreetoteachin either acritical subject areaor a
critical geographic area. Teacher Loansare canceled at
arate of 20% or $3,000—whichever isgreater—for
each full year of teachinginacritical subject or geo-
graphic area, and at an even higher ratefor teachingin
both. Students must reapply for theloan each year;
applicationsareavailablearound March 1.

Q. Doesit help to negotiate with a college?

A. Schoolsareawayswilling to review an appeal from
aprospective student, especidly if the student hasnew
information to add to his/her application. For example,
if you retakethe SAT and earn ahigher score, make
sureyour collegeisaware of the change. Or if oneof
your parentsislaid off from his’her job, you need to
notify thefinancial aid officethat your FAFSA no
longer reflectsyour family’scurrent Situation. However,
very few collegesarein aposition to negotiate your aid
package, inthat they have already offered you the most
attractive package possible based on your digibility for
merit and need-based aid.

Q. Should 1 pay for ascholarship search?

A. No, thereareexcellent free scholarship searches
available onthelnternet, such aswww.fastweb.com
and www.wiredscholar.com. Other free sources of
information areyour high schoal, publiclibrary, college
financia aid publicationsand web sites, and local
organizations such asthe Chamber of Commerce.




Financial Aid Awareness Month Observed

Financial Aid Awareness Month was observed in
February, and the following article was featured in
The Sate and other newspapers. Although the
deadlines for some programs have passed, the
message telling students to file the FAFSA is still
timely. Some programs, such hasthe Federal Pell
Grant, The SC Tuition Grant and the Federal
Safford Loan, are still available. Please continue
to encourage your students to apply.

The Education Lottery Act isgenerating high expec-
tationsfor increased educationd funding in South
Carolina. But let’snot forget that the state had made
great stridesin providing scholarshipsand grantsto the
studentsof South Carolinalong beforethelottery was
ever established.

South Carolinahastaken good care of itsstudents
by offering anumber of programsto hel p offset the
cost of higher education. Theseprogramsincludethe
Palmetto Fellowsand LIFE Scholarships, aswell as
tuition grants, need-based grantsand statetax credits.

The Education L ottery Act may increasefunding, and
inturn, provide many more studentswith the opportu-
nity to goto college. Thefunding fromthelottery could
boost the state’ s need-based grants, aswell asreplace
the L1FE Scholarship with lottery tuition assistance at
two-year inditutions.

The LIFE scholarshipfor four-year ingtitutionsis
tentatively set toincreasefrom $3,000 to the cost of
tuition (based on publicingtitutions) and may beeasier
toreceivenext year. Thedigibility requirements, which
are based on academic merit rather than financial need,
arecurrently aminimum 1100 scoreon the SAT (24
ACT) and a3.0 high school grade point average.
These may changetoincludetwo out of threecriteria
1100 SAT (24 ACT), 3.0GPA, and atop 30 percent
ranking inthehigh school graduating class.

The state’'scommitment to higher education recently
founditsway into the high schools. With Gov. Hodges
dedication of February asFinancial Aid Awareness
Month, collegesand high schoolsarefocusing on
increasing awarenessof financia aid and scholarship
opportunitiesand deadlines. The messagethey are

continuing to stressisthat financid aidisgtill available
to those who apply now.

Collegead administratorsare encouraging current
and prospective studentsto completethe Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) assoon as
possiblefor next year. The FAFSA can befiled on
line, which offersfaster processing and featuresto help
eliminate common mistakes. Some collegesrequire
additional forms, but the FAFSA isthefoundation for
loans and need-based aid.

The FAFSA isafour-page application asking for a
family’s2001 incomeinformation and thecurrent value
of savingsand other assets. Thequestionsaresimple
and oftenrefer directly tolineitemson thefederal tax
return. Theapplication canusualy becompletedin
lessthan an hour. Collegefinancid aid administrators
areavailableto offer guidanceif familieshave ques-
tionsor specid circumstances.

The South CarolinaAssociation of Sudent Financia
AidAdministrators (SCASFAA) isdedicated to
educating the studentsin the state about thefinancia
assistanceavailableto them. Theeffortsof SCASFAA
even garnered support from Gov. Hodges. Insigning
his proclamation designating February Financid Aid
Awareness Month, thegovernor told SCASFAA, “I
hope you enjoy continued successasyou striveto
promote awarenessof theavailability of student
financid ad.”

SCASFAA isanonprofit association made up of
financia aid administratorsfrom acrossthestate. The
group’sgoal over its35-year history hasbeento
promote the advancement of financia assistance
programsasan essential part of student accessto
post-secondary education.

Thisisan exciting timeto beastudent pursuing
higher educationin South Carolina. All the program
changesduetothelottery havenot yet beenfinaized,
but we know that more and more doorsare being
opened for our students.

Additiond information can befound at thefollowing
web sites: www.fafsa.ed.gov, www.pin.ed.gov,
www.demson.edW/SCASFAA andwww.SCoollegeaid.org.




L IFE Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Update

During the 2001 legidative session, the General Assembly approved the South Carolina Education Lottery Act,
which expanded the existing state programs and introduced new programs. However, the budget for the new
L ottery Scholarship Programs has not been approved by the General Assembly and may not be complete until
June 2002.

The collegesin South Carolinaare pleased with the promise of increased scholarshipsand grantsfor our state's
deserving students. However, the uncertainty of thelegidative process hasleft ingtitutions unsure of how to award
financial aid packages, particularly for prospectivefreshmen needing to maketheir college choice. Some colleges
have sent award | etterslisting the current year’ saward amounts, which are $3,000 for the LI FE Scholarship and
$5,000 for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. Other ingtitutions have awarded increased amountswith adis-
claimer that awardsare subject to change. Still other collegesare delaying their awarding decisionsuntil more
definitiveinformationisavailable.

The LIFE Scholarship will likely cover the cost-of-tuition plus a$300 book alowance at four-year public
ingtitutions, with acomparabl e, averaged amount used for independent ingtitutions. Pending legidation hasthe
award amount varying between $4,500 and $5,000.

In an effort to retain the Palmetto Fellows Schol arship asthe premier scholarship in the state, the Commission
on Higher Education (CHE) recommended to the Genera Assembly that the award amount beincreased to twice
theamount of the previousyear’saverage cost-of -tuition at South Carolinapublic four-year ingtitutions. Pending
legidation hasthe award amount varying between $5,500 and $7,500. The selectionsfor thefirst round of
Pa metto Fellows have been announced, but any increaseto the stipend isstill unknown.

All award amounts are dependent upon the proceeds generated by the Education L ottery and the appropria
tion of lottery revenue. For thelatest information, check CHE sweb site at www.che400.state.sc.us.

Guidance Counselor Summer Internship Program

L ast summer, four guidance counsel orsfrom acrossthe state participated in the pil ot of the Guidance Counse-
lor Internship Program. The counsel ors, whose years of experienceranged fromoneto 15 years, agreed that
they learned information about student financia aid that madethem amore effective counselor, and strongly
agreed that they would recommend the program to acolleague.

SCASFAA and the South Carolina Student L oan Corporation sponsor theinternship program. It isdesigned to
enable counsel orsto be better prepared to assist students and parentsin gaining an awareness of thefinancia aid
process and theavail ability of student financia assstance.

We are pleased to announce that the program has been expanded to ten intern positions. The participating
ingtitutionsthissummer areAiken Technica College, The Citaddl, Clemson University, Columbialnternational
Universty, FrancisMarion University, FHorence-Darlington Technical College, Furman University, Horry-
Georgetown Technica College, Orangeburg-Cahoun Technical College, and Southern Wedeyan University.

Internswork up to 160 hoursduring four to six weeksinthe summer, and are paid $12.00 per hour. Last
summer, internsreceived “ handson” experiencein determining student
eligibility for state and federa aid, counseling studentsand parentsand other
dutiesthat made them more confident and knowledgeableintheir jobsthis
year. You havethe opportunity to participatein thisexciting program and
usethesummer for professiona devel opment and persona growth.

Asyou make your summer plans, please consider applying for anintern-
ship position. If you have not received an application, please contact
Elizabeth Milam Lomasat milamm@clemson.edu or 864-656-3431.
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